Holy Hour Praying for More Priests

Hymn:  O Lord my God (Stuart K Hine. O Store GuD)

Prayer:  


In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the

Holy Spirit.


Amen.

Grace mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.


And also with you.

The celebrant welcomes the people to this time of prayer and

silence, reminding them of the importance of priesthood 

in the Church.  The Additional Curates Society has for over 170 years encouraged priesthood through its vocational work and

its generous financial support of so many parishes in 

England and Wales.

Let us therefore pray to Almighty God that he will send good and faithful priests to His Church.

Father in your plan for our salvation you provide shepherds for your people.  Fill your church with the spirit of courage and love.  Raise up worthy ministers for your altars and ardent but gentle servants of the gospel.  Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God for ever and ever.


Amen.

The congregation sits for the first reading.

A Reading from the prophet Isaiah.  (Isaiah 6: 1-8)

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the humble, to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to captives and release to those in prison; to proclaim a year of the Lord’s favour and a day of the vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn to give them garlands instead of ashes, oil of gladness instead of mourner’s tears, a garment of splendour for the heavy heart.
This is the word of the Lord.


Thanks be to God.
Hymn: Dear Lord and Father (CHH Parry, Repton)

Second reading from the Ordination of Priests.

A priest is called by God to work with the bishop and with his fellow-priests, as servant and shepherd among the people to whom he is sent.  He is to proclaim the word of the Lord, to call his hearers to repentance, and in Christ’s name to absolve, and to declare the forgiveness of sins.  He is to baptize for Confirmation.  He is to preside at the celebration of the Holy Communion.  He is to lead his people in prayer and worship, to intercede for them, to bless them in the name of the Lord, and to teach and encourage by word and example.  He is to minister to the sick, and prepare the dying for their death.  He must set the Good Shepherd always before him as the pattern of his calling, caring for the people committed to his charge, and joining with them in a common witness to the world.

In the name of our Lord we bid you remember the greatness of the trust now to be committed to your charge, about which you have been taught in your preparation for this ministry.  You are to be messengers, watchmen, and stewards of the Lord; you are to teach and to admonish, to feed and provide for the Lord’s family, to search for his children in the wilderness of this world’s temptations and to guide them through its confusions, so that they may be saved through Christ for ever.

Remember always with thanksgiving that the treasure now to be entrusted to you is Christ’s own flock, bought through the shedding of his blood on the cross.  The Church and congregation among whom you will serve are one with him: they are his body.  Serve them with joy, build them up in faith, and do all in your power to bring them to loving obedience to Christ.

Because you cannot bear the weight of his ministry in your own strength but only by the grace and power of God, pray earnestly for this Holy Spirit.  Pray that he will each day enlarge and enlighten your understanding of the Scriptures, so that you may grow stronger and more mature in your ministry, as you fashion your life and the lives of your people on the word of God.

We trust that long ago you began to weigh and ponder all this, and you are fully determined,  by the grace of God, to give yourselves wholly to his service and devote to him your best powers of mind and spirit, so that, as you daily follow the rule and teaching of our Lord, with the heavenly assistance of his Holy Spirit, you may grow up into his likeness, and sanctify the lives of all with whom you have to do.
Hymn: Servant Song (What you do want of me) 

            St Donna Marie—McGargill: Accompaniment by Craig Kingbury

Music for Meditation

Silence

Hymn: Love is his word (Anthony Milner—Creswell)

Sermon  (Please see text available in pack).

Hymn: O Thou who camest from above (Charles Wesley)

Reflective Meditation.


Please see Nick Fawcett’s No Ordinary Man

published by Kevin Mayhew ISBN ! 840030282

Meditation 21 “He had time for me”

detailing the call from Matthew 9: 9-13
Hymn: From Heaven You Came (Graham Kendrick)

Silence and Prayers

Lord Jesus, you chose us to be your people before the foundation of the world.  Fill us with your joy and love and make us all to be of one heart and mind, that we may be formed into one great family under the heavenly Father.

Lord in your mercy.


Hear our Prayer
Lord Jesus, in your kingdom there is neither famine nor hunger for you are our satisfaction.  Lord of the Eucharist, grant that all people of the world may become one great community of love and peace, that all may one day take part in the heavenly banquet.

Lord in your mercy.


Hear our Prayer

In baptism you rescued us from sin and darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of light.  Give us an open ear to hear your voice and a willing tongue to proclaim the overflowing riches of your grace towards us.

Lord in your mercy.


Hear our Prayer

Lord Jesus, you have given us the mission to be witnesses of your gospel; may we follow the footsteps of the apostles who confessed their love for you and preached your name, even under suffering and persecution.

Lord in your mercy.


Hear our Prayer

Lord Jesus, you redeemed the world, not with silver and gold, but with your own Precious Blood.  Give us the grace to trust in your love and follow your way of truth.

Lord in your mercy.


Hear our Prayer

Lord Jesus, strengthen our will that we may triumph over the attractions of the world and, taking up our cross, follow you as faithful disciples and joyful messengers of your Gospel.

Lord in your mercy.


Hear our Prayer

Lord Jesus, send us good and holy priests.  Bless the apostles of our day.  Bless their labours and increase their numbers.  Enkindle all priests with your love: fill them with your light; strengthen them in danger and keep them in your Presence.

Lord in your mercy.


Hear our Prayer

Almighty God, give us priests:

to establish the honour of your holy name;

to offer the holy sacrifice of the altar;

to give us Jesus in the holy sacrament;

to proclaim the faith of Jesus;

to baptise and to teach the young;

to tend your sheep;

to seek the lost;

to give pardon to the penitent sinner

to bless our homes;

to pray for the afflicted;

to comfort mourners;

to strengthen us in our last hour;

to commend our souls;

Almighty God, give us priests!

Let us pray that the Kingdom of Christ may live in our hearts and come to our world.


Our Father………..

Father,

you have appointed your son to be our high priest for ever.

Fulfil now your purpose in choosing ministers and stewards of your word and sacraments and grant that they may be found faithful to the ministry that they have received.

through Jesus Christ our Lord.


Amen.

If Benediction is given it should be at this point in the service.

Hymn: O the Love of my Lord (Estelle White)

Collection for the work of the Additional Curates Society.
Blessing

Almighty God, who for the salvation of us all gives to his people many gifts and ministries to the advancement of his glory, stir up in you the gifts of his grace, sustain each of you and your own ministry and the blessing of the God the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit.


Amen
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.


Thanks be to God.

